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Academic Year 2016/2017

Sixteen courses will be taught in a language other than Italian in the
Academic Year 2016/2017.
The courses scheduled to take place in the first semester run from 3
October to 22 December 2016. Courses in English other than Introduction to International and EU Law will begin on 10 October 2016 or
later. The courses of the second semester run from 27 February 2016
to 27 May 2017. Courses in English other than Introduction to EU
Law will begin on 6 March or later.
Starting dates of classes may vary from one course to another.
Professor Michael Lehmann of the Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition, Munich, and Professor Makane Moïse Mbengue of the Graduate Institute of International and Development
Studies, Geneva, will hold the Letizia Gianformaggio Chair.
They will teach European High Technology Law and International
Law of Sustainable Development, respectively.
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Intensive courses
— Italian Language Courses
Incoming exchange students are required to take an Italian language test
when enrolling at the Department of Law. An intensive Italian language
course – beginners to A2 – will take place from 19 September to 8 October
2016 – that is, before most Law courses in English begin.
Enrollment in the intensive Italian language course is not mandatory but
highly recommended for students with beginner to A2 levels. Students wishing to enroll have to be in Ferrara by 12 September 2016. The enrolment fee
is 66,40 Euros. Exchange students with beginner to A2 levels enrolled at the
Department of Law in the first semester will not be eligible to attend other
Italian language courses organised by the University unless they first attend
this course.
For students enrolling only in the second semester: information about Italian
language courses will be available after 30 November 2016.
Admission form available at https://www.unife.it/db/clda/iscrizione.
Deadline for submission: 10 September 2016.
Entry test: 14 September 2016.
Oral test: 15 September 2016.
Course begins: 19 September 2016.
To complete admission, students must speak in person to the Secretary of the
Language Centre (CLA) by 13 September 2016. The Secretary will: inform
students eligible for admission about the method of payment of fees; assign
to each student a personal ID code; and communicate the exact time slot for
the entry test. The entry test is required for enrollment.
Directions:

Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLA)
Via Savonarola, 11 (close to the International Mobility Office)
Telephone: +39.0532.293446
E-mail: segreteria.cla@unife.it

For more information, visit http://www.unife.it/centro/linguistico.

— Introduction to International and EU Law
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An intensive course on Introduction to International and EU Law will be
held from 19 September to 8 October 2016, in parallel with the intensive
Italian course. A second intensive course on Introduction to EU Law will be
organised between 20 February and 11 March 2017.
Attendance to one of these intensive courses is strongly recommended for access to advanced courses in English – marked with the following symbol 
¬
– for incoming exchange students who do not have any previous knowledge of
International Law or EU Law.

European Company Law 
¬
n Magdalena Elisabeth de Leeuw

second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55539

The course aims to provide students with a detailed knowledge of the
legal measures adopted in this field of law by the European institutions.
As an introduction, attention shall be paid to the general characteristics
of business organisations (e.g. partnerships, public companies and private companies) and the main differences between those organisations in
Europe. The following issues will then be examined: (i) the case-law of
the Court of Justice on the right of establishment for companies and legal
entities; (ii) the EU’s harmonisation programme, with a discussion of the
relevant directives (on disclosure, capital, mergers, cross-border mergers,
annual accounts etc.); and (iii) the creation of EU business organisations
including the European Company and the European Cooperative Society. The course will also place specific emphasis on current issues such
as corporate mobility for national companies and the development of
groups of companies.

European Contract Law 
¬
n Alberto De Franceschi

first semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 59236

The course aims to provide a systematic analysis of European Contract
Law, from its roots up to the latest developments. The first part of the
course will deal with the sources and principles of European Contract
Law and on the relationships between EU Law and the legislation of
Member States, the focus being on harmonisation of national laws with
a particular attention to business-to-consumer directives and their implementation in the Member States. The second part of the course will
address specific issues relating to the formation of the contract and its
effects, namely unfair commercial practices in business-to-consumer contracts and misleading advertising in business-to-business contracts, distance contracts, unfair terms, sale of goods, liability for defective goods,
late payments, overbooking and passenger air services. In this context,
special attention will be paid to contracts concluded by electronic means
as well as to the sale of digital contents both in business-to-consumer and
in business-to-business relationships.

European Criminal Law 
¬
n Ciro Grandi

second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55542

The institutional part of the course will focus on: (i) the lack of competence in criminal matters of European institutions under the founding
Treaties; (ii) nullum crimen sine lege and European law; (iii) the impact
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of human rights on the development of a European criminal law; (iv) the
European administrative sanctions; (v) the influence of EU regulations
and directives on national criminal law: the disapplication of national law;
the harmonisation of national criminal law under the principle of loyal
cooperation; the duty of consistent interpretation; (vi) the development
of a European criminal policy under the Treaties of Maastricht and Amsterdam; (vii) the attribution to the EC of a criminal law competence
under the case-law of the Court of Justice; and (viii) the Treaty of Lisbon:
the attribution of (indirect) competence in criminal matters to the EU. A
special part of the course will focus on the European Arrest Warrant and
EU directives in criminal matters before and after the Treaty of Lisbon.

European High Technology Law 
¬ first semester
n Michael Lehmann
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 62336
n Letizia Gianformaggio Chair 2016/2017

After an introduction to some aspects of economic analysis of law (theory
of property rights, game theory, the control of monopolistic competition)
we will study the basics of European Computer Law, such as the protection of software in Europe and the USA, the protection of databases,
copyright in the information society, electronic commerce in Europe and
contract law. The core of the course will be European Regulations and
Directives with relation to the Internet. Furthermore we will look into
the actual Digital Single Market Strategy for Europe and three proposals of
the Commission, the drafts of a regulation on portability, of a directive on
contracts for the supply of digital content and of a directive concerning
contracts for the online and other distance sales of goods. European Contract Law as well as Consumer Protection Law in relation to intellectual
and industrial property law will be the background for several case law
studies. Special knowledge of information technologies is not necessary.

European Labour Law 
¬
n Silvia Borelli
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second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55541

The course will deal with the following topics: (i) geo-political history of
Europe after World War II; (ii) evolution of the Treaties until the Treaty
of Lisbon and the present situation; (iii) the present financial crisis and
its threats to the Union; (iv) the social dimension of the European Union;
(v) the Charters of Fundamental Rights; (vi) the Court of Justice, the European Court of Human Rights and the European Committee for Social
Rights; (vii) the role of Social Dialogue and collective agreements; (viii)
freedom of movement of workers and citizens, freedom to provide services and freedom of establishment; (ix) transnational collective agreements;
(x) information, consultation and workers participation; (xi) crisis of the

undertaking (insolvency of employer; transfers of undertakings; collective redundancies); (xii) health and safety at work; (xiii) working time;
(xiv) the principles of equality and non-discrimination; and (xv) atypical
workers.

International Human Rights 
¬
n Serena Forlati

first semester

40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 44236

The institutional part of the course will address the general framework
of human rights protection in international law: (i) the origins of international human rights protection; (ii) the United Nations Charter and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights; human rights treaties: specifically, the 1966 UN Covenants and the European Convention on Human
Rights; rules of customary international law; (iii) monitoring compliance
with international human rights obligations: UN Charter-based and treaty-based bodies; the role of international tribunals: specifically, the European Court of Human Rights; and (iv) the effects of human rights treaties
in the Italian legal order. The second part of the course will focus on the
relationship between the fight against organised crime and the protection of fundamental human rights. The latter topic will also be addressed
in the context of inter-disciplinary seminars organised by Ma.Cr.O. – Inter-Disciplinary Research Centre on Mafia and other forms of Organised
Crime.

International Institutional Law 
¬ second semester
n Alessandra Annoni

40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55537

International organisations play an increasingly important role in the development of the international legal order and in the enforcement of its
rules. The course aims to provide a critical insight on the structure and
operation of international organisations, as well as on their contribution
to today’s international law. While some basic issues are common to the
majority of international organisations, the course will focus on a limited number of international organisations and will examine their features
from a comparative perspective. Reference will be made, in particular, to
the United Nations, the European Union and the Council of Europe. The
course will concentrate on the following topics: (i) the purpose and nature of international organisations; (ii) the set up, dissolution and succession of international organisations; (iii) the issue of membership; (iv) the
powers of international organisations; (v) their privileges and immunities;
(vi) their institutional structure; (vii) their legal order; (viii) the responsibility for internationally wrongful acts of international organisations; (ix)
the settlement of disputes.
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International Law of
Sustainable Development 
¬
n Makane Moïse Mbengue

second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 62337

n Letizia Gianformaggio Chair 2016/2017

International law of sustainable development is perhaps the most important field of international law in an era where the United Nations are
promoting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) within the international community. The students will learn to critically assess recent developments in this field, in particular recent case law. The following topics
will be addressed: (i) the emergence of environmental concerns at the
international level; (ii) the approaches of environmental protection from
Stockholm to Rio; (iii) the birth of sustainable development and the legal
principles governing sustainable development; (iv) the legal status of sustainable development; (v) sustainable development before international courts and tribunals; (vi) sustainable development within the World
Trade Organization (WTO); (vii) sustainable development and International Investment Law; (viii) SDGs and international law; (ix) the green
economy within the international legal system.

International Taxation Law 
¬
n Marco Greggi
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second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55540

The course will be divided into two parts. The first part addresses the
main theoretical aspects of international taxation, including the legitimation to tax by a sovereign State, the (possible) self-restraint in the exercise of this power in order to prevent international double taxation, the
source and residence rules applicable to cross-border situations. The second part focuses on the OECD and UN Model Conventions. These will
be analysed following an article-by-article approach, with emphasis on
specific provisions, such as those relating to the concept of permanent establishment, the residence (and domicile) for tax purposes and the notion
of passive income. In this respect, the course will also deal with the ways
and means to prevent double taxation, including the use of tax credit or
the exemption mechanism. Eventually, basic tax planning schemes will
be introduced to students, using the Italian legal system as a benchmark
to assess their feasibility and the possible advantages determined by their
actual implementation. This will lead to the addressing of tax avoidance
and evasion issues together with the principle of “abuse of law” which is
extensively used by the Italian and European judiciary to solve intricate
cases of tax avoidance.

International Trade Law 
¬
n Magdalena Elisabeth de Leeuw

first semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55538

The first part of the course will deal with cross-border private transactions, focusing on the international sales of goods and on the various relations that arise as a result of a sale contract. Topics include: the 1980
UN Convention on contracts for the international sale of goods and the
Unidroit Principles of international commercial contracts; standard trade
terms (Incoterms); transportation; payment mechanisms and insurance
coverage. Attention shall furthermore be paid to dispute settlement including conflict of laws, arbitration and mediation and the law on the
protection of intellectual property rights. The second part of the course
will address the regulatory relationship between State actors and traders,
analysing in particular the rules laid down in WTO agreements, with regard, inter alia, to tariffs and duties, subsidies and countervailing measures. Although the course will deal primarily with sales of goods, issues
relating to the international trade in services will also be covered.

Introduction au droit français
n Laurence Klesta

first semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 59277

Le cours a pour objet de poser les bases et d’expliquer les notions fondamentales de la culture juridique française. Il s’agit de découvrir le droit,
d’étudier comment fonctionnent les règles de droit à travers la maitrise
d’un langage approprié et de situer le droit français par rapport à d’autres
systèmes juridiques en mettant en lumière la signification et la relativité
de la règle de droit transalpine. Le cours sera articulé en huit parties: (i)
les fondements du droit; (ii) la règle de droit; (iii) les systèmes juridiques;
(iv) les sources formelles de la règle de droit; (v) les sources informelles
de la règle de droit; (vi) l’application des règles de droit dans le temps;
(vii) l’interprétation de la règle de droit; et (viii) l’application de la règle
de droit en justice.

Introduction to EU Law
n lecturer to be appointed

second semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 62340

The course gives students an insight into the law of the European Union.
The European Union is an international organisation (sui-generis) with
its own legal order, which is separate from International Law and forms
an integral part of the legal systems of the Member States. To fully understand its specific characteristics, it is necessary to look first briefly at
the basic features of Public International Law; e.g. subjects, sources and
the relationship between international law and national law. The course
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is divided into two parts. The constitutional and institutional part address the following topics: (i) the creation and development of the EU;
(ii) its institutional structure and functioning; (iii) competences; (iv) decision-making; (v) the sources of EU law; (vi) direct effect and supremacy;
(vii) the judicial system and enforcement of EU law. The substantive part
of the course analyses in particular the internal market and harmonisation,
the four fundamental freedoms and the area of freedom, security and justice. The analysis of the relevant case law of the European Court of Justice
is an intrinsic part of the course. The course aims at meeting the needs of
incoming exchange students that would like to follow courses in the fields of
International and European law but lack sufficient knowledge in those areas.

Introduction to
International and EU Law
n Alessandra Annoni

first semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 62339

The first part of the course will provide an introduction to Public International Law, focusing on: (i) the general features of the international legal
order; (ii) the subjects of International Law; (iii) the sources of International Law; (iv) the relation of International Law and Domestic Law; (v)
the responsibility for internationally wrongful acts; (vi) the settlement of
international disputes. The second part of the course will give students an
insight into the law of the European Union, focusing on: (i) the history
of the EU; (ii) the institutional framework; (iii) the sources of EU Law;
(iv) the competences of the EU; (v) EU Law and Domestic Law; (vi) the
Court of Justice of the European Union. The course aims at meeting the
needs of incoming exchange students that would like to follow courses
in the fields of International and European law but lack sufficient knowledge in those areas.

Introduction to Italian Private Law
n Alberto De Franceschi
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first semester

40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55544

The course provides a general presentation of Italian Private Law, focusing on the law of contracts and obligations. Topics include: (i) the
Italian legal system: the sources of Italian Private Law, the role of case
law and legal scholarship; (ii) legal facts and acts: transactions, validity and effectiveness of legal acts; (iii) natural and legal persons; (iv) the
concept of ‘thing’: relations among ‘things’, public and private ‘things’,
movables and immovables; (v) protection of rights: public records, rules
of evidence; (vi) prescription and limitation; (vii) ownership, property
interests, possession; (viii) the law of obligations: sources of obligations,
performance, non-performance, impossibility, manners of discharge oth-

er than performance, particular obligations, transfer of rights and obligations, securities; (ix) the law of contracts: the nature and definition of contracts, freedom of contract and its limits, the binding force of contracts,
the elements of a contract, preliminary contracts, contracts transferring
ownership or property interests, contracts and third persons, agency and
representation, interpretation of contracts, validity of contracts, termination, rescission, particular types of contract; and (x) general principles of
tort law.

Introduction to Italian Public Law
n Sara Lorenzon

first semester

40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55545

The course will focus on the following topics: (i) the Italian legal system
(sources): the Italian Constitution: forms, principles and fundamental
rights; primary law; secondary law and the power of government; local
government and regional law; (ii) the European legal system: from the
founding Treaties to the Treaty of Lisbon; the Union’s primary law and
the primacy clause; (iii) the impact of European law upon the internal legal system: the Italian Constitutional Court vis-à-vis the Court of Justice:
the role and position of EU law within the internal legal order; direct
effect, judicial review and the rule of law; (iv) the Italian Constitutional
Court and the Court of Justice: the Questione di legittimità costituzionale
(QLC) before the Italian Constitutional Court; preliminary ruling procedure and the direct action of annulment; the references for QLC and
preliminary rulings: common features, interactions and effects within the
national legal order; and (v) governance: separation of powers according
to the Italian legal system; the role of Parliament and Government; guarantees and control of powers among different actors: the President of
the Italian Republic; the principle of conferral of powers in Europe: the
devolution of national competences to the European institutions.

Private International Law 
¬
n Pietro Franzina

first semester
40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 52860

Legal relationships within the area of private law may feature connections
with two or more countries, thereby displaying an international character.
Private international law deals with these cases. Its purpose is to “order”
legal pluralism, so as to provide certainty and cross-border continuity to
the rights and status of individuals. The course examines the theoretical
framework of private international law and analyses a selection of private international law rules, namely EU rules, particularly in respect of
contracts, torts, matrimonial matters and succession upon death. Topics
include: (i) the object and purpose of private international law, its language and theory; (ii) adjudicatory jurisdiction; (iii) the law applicable
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to cross-border legal relationships; (iv) recognition and enforcement of
foreign judgments; and (v) international judicial assistance, in particular
as regards the taking of evidence abroad in civil and commercial matters.

¬

Incoming exchange students who do not have any previous knowledge of
International Law or EU Law are strongly advised to attend Introduction
to International and EU Law or Introduction to EU Law prior to courses
marked with this symbol.

The Department of Law also offers three foreign legal languages courses
open to all students, including exchange students.

Legal English
n Danila Patricia Fiordelmondo

first semester
50 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 013934

The course aims to provide an introduction to the use of English as a legal
language in national and international legal contexts, while developing
a range of language skills, both written and oral/aural at intermediate
level, including a strong focus on vocabulary skills and English legal terminology. Variations in legal English in different national contexts and in
international and European Union law are introduced. Lessons are based
on consultation of a range of original texts in English from both national
(common law) and international legal orders, with particular emphasis
on sources of law (constitutions, legislation, treaties), terminology and
legal culture; a systematic approach to learning legal terminology and
appropriate legal expression is an integral part of the learning process.
The following topics are covered: (i) English in legal contexts; (ii) the
language of a legal system (focus on the UK constitution); (iii) the European dimension and human rights (focus on international treaty law, the
European Union, the European Convention on Human Rights); and (iv)
the language of criminal law and human rights.

Advanced Legal English
n Alison Riley
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second semester
50 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 55793

The course aims to develop competence in legal English to an advanced
level in the full range of language skills, both written and oral/aural and
to familiarise course members from civil law countries with the workings
of a common law legal system, through the practical development of both
language and legal skills. Awareness will be developed of variations in
legal English in different national contexts and in international and Euro-

pean Union law. Interactive lessons are based on consultation and discussion of a wide variety of original legal texts in English from both national
and international legal orders, with particular emphasis on sources of law
(legislation, case law, treaties); a systematic approach to learning legal terminology and appropriate legal expression is an integral part of the learning process. The following topics are covered: (i) sources of English law
and the British constitution, the impact of European Union and European Convention on Human Rights law; (ii) human rights protection in the
common law and the European Convention on Human Rights, with case
studies in freedom of religion and freedom of expression; (iii) common
law method and the language of civil law and proceedings, with in-depth
terminology focus on the law of torts; and (iv) EU law and language with
special reference to proceedings before the Court of Justice. Specialised
terminology work in other branches of law may be inserted on request.

Legal Spanish

second semester

n Maria Del Carmen Portaceli Sevillano 40 hours | 6 ECTS credits | 54588

El curso tiene por objeto una introducción a la lengua española jurídica y al ordenamiento jurídico-político español, con particular atención
a los textos fundamentales, la terminología, y otros aspectos de la cultura jurídica hispánica. Las clases se impartirán en español, así como los
textos y materiales utilizados durante el curso. Los objetivos del curso
son la adquisición de conocimientos lingüísticos de español jurídico y de
la comprensión de los elementos constitutivos básicos del ordenamiento
jurídico y político en España, a través del estudio de una gran variedad
de textos jurídicos y con especial atención al estudio del léxico especializado. Los temas a tratar serán los siguientes: (i) el lenguaje jurídico como
lengua de especialidad: el español jurídico; (ii) documentación jurídica
española; (iii) la Constitución Española; (iv) el sistema político y la acción
legislativa; (v) organización territorial: las Comunidades Autónomas; (vi)
la organización judicial: los tribunales en España; (vii) textos jurídicos: la
instancia, el recurso y la sentencia.

University of Ferrara - Department of Law
Corso Ercole I d’Este, 37 - 44121 Ferrara - Italy
Director of the Department

Prof. Giovanni De Cristofaro

Erasmus and Int'l Mobility Coordinators

Prof. Serena Forlati: serena.forlati@unife.it
Prof. Ciro Grandi: ciro.grandi@unife.it

Teaching Manager

Mr Luca Antonucci: luca.antonucci@unife.it

http://www.giuri.unife.it
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